after being shocked by the
devastating effects of the quake on January 12, which Eilled between 100,000 and 200,000 people and
left thousands more homeless.

The 23-year-old Oxford resident studied ethnic Haitian music for her Masters degree, and travelled to
Washington to listen to recordings made in the early 20th century. She has coordinated community
choirs, music students, professional musicians and members of the public who will be joining forces
at 2pm at 5t Peter's College, in Mew Inn Hall Street, to perform the traditional Haitian song ‘Fey-0r.

Laura, who now warks for the university, said: “When | heard about the earthquake | had to do
something as | feel very attached to Haiti. | had the idea to get some friends together to record this
really beautiful French Creole song. We started a Facebook page and we have had tons of interest,
andwe have a really brilliant conductor, David Crown, fram the Oxford Singers, as well as the Owford
Gospel Choir and the Oxford City Singers”

The song has already been recorded by Simon and Garfunkel, and arganisers plan to use traditional
instruments on the recording, plus a rhythmical backing written by Laura.

Michelle Anthony, who works for the University of Oxford Music Faculty and is the main force behind the
Oford City Singers (pictured), described the event as “a great coming together of people and
community spirit.”

She told the Journal; *A music student is recording the song, and the university is lending the
recording equipment to the event, which is our contribution. 1 will also be bringing along about 30
singers from the choirto sing.”

Mare than 550 people have joined the Haiti Singing Facebook page, and the group has already raised
£500 through their fundraising website, www justgiving.com/haitisinging.

Laura hopes to eventually be able to sell the song via iTunes and Amazon, but once the song is
recorded people who visitthe JustGiving website and make a donation will receive a linkto a secret
website where it will be hosted.
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